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Terms of Reference, 


(1) To en;uire into and report on the legal position, 
organisation, administration, accommodation, the structural 
condition of the buildings, and general cost of the institutions 
containing the National collections situate in London and 
Edinburgh, viz: The British Museum and the Natural History 
Museum, the National Gallery and the National Gallery of British 
Art (Tate Gallery), the National Portrait Gallery, the Public 
Record Office, the Victoria and Albert Museum, the Bethnal Green 
Museum, the Science iiuseum, the Geological liuseum, the Wallave 
Collection, the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, the London ifuseum, 
the Imperial Var Museum, the Royal Scottish Museum, the National 
Galleries, Scotland, the Scottish Museum of Antiquities and the 
National Library, Scotland, the Record Department of the Registry 
House, Edinburgh; | 


(2) fo investigate the existing conditions of the various 
collections and their growth in former years and to report in 
the case of each Institution what is likely to be the growth 
of its collections and what the consequential increase in ex- 
penditure in the next 5C years if the present practice regulating 
acquisitions remeéin unaltered: 


(3) To consider in what way, if any, expenditure may be 
Limited without crippling the educational and general usefulness 
of the Institutions, and in particular, having regard to the 
financial condition of the country, whether it would be desirable. 
to institute a more general system of admission fees: 


(4) To enquire to what extent there is congestion in 
Museums and Galleries and to reyort whether if there be such con- 
gestion, it can be relieved in any other way than by extensive 
pbuilding; and in particular whether improvement could be brought 
about by a redistribution of specimens between different State 
supported Institutions or by disposal of specimens which may 
be either of slight importance or in excess of requirements, by 
way of sale or of gift or loan to provincial Museums and Galleries 
and to other authorities; and in this connection to ascertain 
the practice followed in. the case of the chief National Collections 


abroad: 


(5) To consider whether it is desirable to effect any change 
in the existing practice of the British Museum with regard to its 
reception end preservation of publications under the provisions 
of the Copyright Acts: 


(6) To consider whether the existing administrative 
responsibility for the various Institutions is the most appropri- 
ate under modern conditions and whether it conduces to the most 
advantageous distribution and dispiay of the National Treasures 
and to report whether it would be desirable while preserving 
certain defined powers to their Trustees or Directors, to place 
them all under some central authority or under different authori- 
ties than those at present controliing them: 
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON 
MUSEUMS AND GALIBRIES, 
TREASURY CHAMBERS , 
WHIITTHALL, S.W1, 


29th July, 1927, 


I am directed by the Chairman of the “oyal 
Commission on the National Museums and Galleries to enclose 
for your information a copy of the terms of reference of 
the Commission, 


The Commission would be glad to receive from the 
Board of Education memoranda on the subjects dealt with in the 
terms of reference, dealing separately with the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, the Science Museum, and the Bethnal Green 


suseum, 


Opportunity will be given to representatives of the 
Board to supplement the memoranda at a later stage either in 
oral evidence or by further memoranda on specified points and 
it would therefore be convenient to the Commission if the 
preliminary memorandum vow asked for were prepared in as brief 
and summarised a form as possible. 


following matters: - 


La The statutes, charters, or other instruments 
creating and governing the iluseum, the 
constitution of the governing body end its 
method of appointment. 


Be Difficulties of current organisation and 
administration and legal difficulties arising 
out of the historical origin of the ‘useum 
or the statutes and instruments by which it 
is governed or the method of government 
(including restrictions on the power to lend, 
exchange or dispose of exhibits or on the 
power to exhibit a selection only to the 
public with reserves for students), 

(includes restrictions under bequests), 


The a@esirability of freer intercourse and a 
larger measure of loan and exchange with Municipal, 
Colonial and Foreign Galleries and liuseums, 


©] 


The Secretary, 


ft 


Board of Education, 


The extent of present intercourse and the 
desirability of more frequent and fuller 
intercourse between the Authorities of the 
different Netionai Museums in this country 


with a view to, the more scientifie co- of 
ordination otfoverlapping. A statement is k Oe. d 


desired of the objects purchased which are 
known to be the subject of purchases by furok 


hal avt 


other National Museums. Wt, denivulaah 


The present practice as regards admission 
fees the probable effect of admission fees 

on attendance, and the estimated yield 

if a fee were charged either on selected days 
or generally, 


The present system of administration in 
relation to the recruitment of scientific 
and technical staff and their training 

for the higher posts in the Administration, 


fhe existing sccommodation, present 
arrangement of specimens and allocation 
orf space, 


The present practice as regards production and 
sale of catalogues, electrotypes, ard reproduc- 
tions of various kinds and the financial 
arrangements in connection therewith. 


The present practice as regards research in 
general (ine] luding facilities for students) 
for Government Departments, or other bodies, 


The Commission would also be glad to receive any 
Suggestions or observations which the Board may wish to offer, 


tam, bir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


(Sd, ) B&W GILBERT, 


THE VICTORIA AND ALBERT 
AND SCIENCE MUSEUMS. 


THE BaTHNAL GREEN MUSEUM. 


QUESTION NO. 1: The statutes, charters, or other 


instruments creating and governing the Museum, the 


constitution of the governmg pody and its method 


of annointment. 
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QUESTION No. 1: The statutes, charters, or other instruments 


creating and governing the Museum, the constitution of the 


governing pody and its method of anpointment. 
I. The VictOria and Albert and Science Museums. 


a The administration of the Victoria and Albert Museum 
ana the Science iiiiseum is governed by a Charter of the 30th 
April 1864 as modified by the Board of Education Act, 1899. 


The Charter, after reciting that a Department of the 
Government had been created for the promotion of Science and 
Art generally called the Department of Science and Art and that 
various buildings and lands at South Kensington had been set 
apart for the purposes of the Department and a Museum established 
there as a Repository for the Collections of Pictures, Objects of 
Industrial Art and other oojects of Science and Art that might be 
acquired by purchase, gift, bequest or otnerwise for the purposes 
of the Department and that various gifts and bequests had already 
been made on trust and that it was desirable to facilitate and 
encourage the making of such gifts and bequests and the holding 
of property for the public use by incorporating the Department, 
granted and ordained that the Lord President of the Privy Council 
for the time being and the Vice-resident of the Committee of 
Bducation of the Privy Council should be a Body Corporate under 
the name of the Department of science and Art having a perpetual 
possession and a Common Seal with a capacity in that name to sue 
and be sued, make contracts, purchase, take, hold and enjoy for 
the purpose of Science and Aart as well goods and chattels as 
lands and hereditaments not exceeding 50 acres without license in 
mortmain and the Charter further granted to the Department full 
license and authority for the furtherance of Science and Art to 
accept any trusts whether subject or not to special conditions, 
to gell any property not affected by any trust inconsistent with 
gale and generally to do any act or thing that might be 
conducive to the attaimzent of the objects for which the 
Department had been founded or incidental thereto. 


Re The Board of Education Act, 1899, which estaplished 
the Board of Education, provided that that Board should take 
the place of the Sducation Devartment (including the Department 
of Science and Art) and that all enactments and documents should 
be construed accordingly. 


was taien as to the effect of the Act on the Charter and 
he advised that the effect was that the Charter was not 
revoked but continued in force and was applicable to the newly 
constituted 3oard of Zducation for the objects for which the | 
same was, previously to the Act, available for the purposes of f 
the Department of Science and Art. 


: ie In the year 1900 the advice of Counsel (lir. Bradley 
Syne 


TL. The Bethnal Green liuseum. 


4. The Bethnal Green i.useum had its origin in a proposal 
that the old iron buildings in which some of the South Kensington 
collections had been exhibited should be handed over to the . 
proper authorities in the North, Bast and South of London at a 
nominal sum in order to assist in the formation of district 
useums. 


Ls 


Oe The only part of London whicn showed any enthusiasm 
avout the offer was Last London, and the matter there developed 
cifferently from the original contemplation that the only 
Government assistance should be the grant of the iron building 
and that the locality should be responsible for the other cost 
of provision and maintenance. 


6. The negotiations which took place resulted in a 
proposal being accented by the Department and the Treasury that 
& Site should be acquired for a sum of £2,000 ana conveyed to 
the Devartment of Science and irt and that the cost of the 
erection of the buildings and the maintenance of the Museum 
should be cefrayed by the Department of Science ana Art. 


T% The relevant documents are the following. 


3y an agreement of the 22nd November, 1867, the 
Trustees of the Poors Lands of Bethnal Green, who were the 
owners of the site in question, agreed with certain individuals 
that the land in question, consisting of two plots df lana 
separated by a narrow path and containing 2 acres 2 roods and 
1 acre 3 roods and 8 nerches.respectively, should be conveyed 
to them for 22,000 on the following conditions: - 

(i) that no buildings other than a huseum with 
necessary out-buildings and offices shall at any time 
hereafter be erected on either of the ssid pieces of 
ground or any part thereof. 


(ii) Theat such portion of the said pieces as does 
not form the site of the huseum and buildings shall be 
laid out and at all times hereafter maintained as an 
Ornamental garden. 


(iii) That in the event of any portion of the lana 
veing hereafter taken by public authority for a new 
public road or roads the site of such road or roads 
Shall be deemed excepted from the purchase and the 
purchase money to be paid for such site shall accoré- 
ingly be paid to the Trustees of the Poors Lands to 
be anplied by them for the purposes thereof. 


The London Museum Site Act, 1868, after reciting that 
the lands described in the Schedule being the lands previously 
referred formed nart of the Poors Lands of Bethnal Green and 
were Gligible as a site for the liuseum proposed to be established 
oy the Department of Science and Art in the Fast of London and 
that it was expedient that it shoulda be sold for that purpose but 
that the object could not be effected without the authority of 
Parliament, provided that the Charity Trustees might sell and 
the persons for the time being acting as Trustees for the 
establishment and maintenance of the Museum might purchase the 
lands in question. it was further provided that the purchasers 
mignt hold the lands purchased by them subject to the terms and 
conditions on which they purchased the same and to the provisions 
of the Act or might on the request of the Department of Science 
and Art grant or dispose of them to that Department or as that 
Department directed and that the same when so granted or 
disposed of should be held subject to ana according to the terms 
and conditions on which they were purchased under the Act and to 
the provision of the ict and should be used and applied accord- 
ingly and not otherwise and that no dwelling house should be 
erected on any part of the land so purchased except apartments 
in connection with the Museum itself to be occupied by the 
officers thereof. 


w~w 


By a deed of the llth August, 1868, the lands in 
guestion were conveyed under the authority of the Act to certain 
individuals described as Trustees for tne establishment and 
maintenance of the cast London liuseum for a sum of £2,000. 

The deed contained covenants similar to those in the agreement 
of 1867 excent that the first covenant was extended to allow 
the erection of buildings to be occupied by the Museum and also 
of such walls, tool-houses, Sheds, conservatories, greenhouses 
and other erections as might be necessary or convenient for the 
maintenance of the ornamental gardens. 


By a deed of the 7th September, 1868 made between the 
Museum Trustees (the purchasers under the deed of the 1lth 
August, 1868) and the Department of Science and Art, it was 
provided that, in virtue of and by the authority of the East 
London liuseum Site Act and in exercise of the Trusts contained 
in the deed of llth August and in compliance with the request 
of the Devartment of Science and Art, the liuseum Trustees 
granted to the Devartment of Science and Art the land in question 
to hold unon and for the trusts intents and purposes and subject | 
to the provisions expressed or declared concerning the same by the 
deed of llth ijugust, 1868. 


8. The Museum building was erected on the smaller plot of . 
land comprising 1 acre 3 roods 8 perches and the other plot was 
in accordance with the covenants contained in this deed laid out 
as a pudlic garden and was kept up as such by the Office of Works 
until the lst November, 1887, when by virtue of the Lendon Parks 
and Works Act, 1887, the management and control of the Bethnal 
Green iiuseum garden was transferred to tne Metropolitan Board of 
Works. 


9. The effect of the Board of Education Act, 1899, was 
to substitute the Board of Jducation for the Department of 
Seience and Art in the @eed of 1868 and the site of the Museum 
is, therefore, now vested in the Board of Sducation on the 
trusts declared by that deed. 


10. ‘Two copies* are forwarded of each of the following 
documents: - 


Charter of the 30th April, 1864. 
Agreement of the 22nd November, 1867. | 
| 


Deed of the lith August, 1868. 


* Two covies only were forwarded to the Secretary of the I | 
Royal Commission with the original of this paper. | 
Further copies are not available. 
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QUESTION NO. 2: Difficulties of current organis isation and 


administration and legal _ difficulties arising out of 
the historical 1 origin of the Museum, or the statutes 


and instruments by which _ it is "governed or the method 
of | government _ (including re restrictions on the power to 


lend, exchange or dispose of exhibits or on the power 
to exhibit a selection only to the public with reserves 


for students) 
(includes restrictions under bequests). 


were 
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administration and legal difficulties arising out_of the 
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historical origin of the Museum, or the statutes and 
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QUESTION NO. 6: Ditficulties of current organisation and 
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instruments by which it is governed or the method of 


zovernment (including restrictions "on the power to lend, 


. 
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exchange or dispose of exhibits or on the power to _ 


exhibit @ selection only to the public with reserves 
for students). i Vaal ce etapa 
Cindludes restrictions under bequests), 


I, Legal Difficulties. 


le No particular legal difficulties appear to arise 
either out of the historical origin of the Museums in 
question or of the instrument by which they are governed. 
The legal position is that in the result of the Charter and 
the Board of Education Act, 1899, the Board of Education are 
a Parliamentary Corporation holding the Victoria and Albert 
and Science Museums for the purpose declared in the Charter 
and holding the Bethnal Green Museum for the same purposes 
subject to the express provisions of the deed of conveyance 
to them. 


ein From very early times of the existence of the 
Department the circulation of exhibits to Schools of Science 
and Art and, later, to local Museums has been regarded as 
one of their chief objects and there is nothing in the Charter 
to suggest any doubt as to the legal power to lend. Some 
of the more important collections given to the Museum, €-&- 
the Sheepshanks Collection, the Schreiber Collection, the 
Prescott Hewett Gift and the Dyce Bequest were given on terms 
which prevented their being dealt with otherwise than by 
exhibition in the South Kensington Museum. The Deed of Gift 
of the Sheepshanks Collection contained the following 
provision: - 


"The said pictures and drawings, or the 
conditional gift of them hereby made, shall not be 
subject to the provisions of the Act of the 19 and 20 
Victoria, cap. 29, intituled "An Act to extend the 

"Powers of the Trustees and Directors of the National 
“Gallery, and to suthorise the Sale of ‘forks of Art 
"belonging to the Public", or to any future enactment ) 
of the Legislature, which, but for this declaration ) 
to the contrary, shall have the effect of placing | 
the said pictures and drawings under any other care 
or ordering than is therein prescribed, or would other- 
wise alter or interfere with the disposition thereof 
hereby made. And in case of such interference on the 
part of the legislature, or if the terms and conditions 
as herein expressed be not strictly adhered to, then the 
conditional gift hereby made of the said pictures and 
drawings, in favour of a National Gallery of British 
Art, the Schools of Art, and the public generally, shall 
wholly cease, and the ex-officio trustee for the time 
being shall thereupon hold the said pictures and 
drawings in trust for the University of Cambridge, to 
be added to and for ever thereafter form part of the 
FPitg-Jilliam Collection in the same University." 


The ex-officio trustee referred to was the then 
President of the Committee of the Privy Council on Education 
described as the Right Hon. Edward John Stanley, Baron 
Stanley of Alderley or other the member of Her Majesty's 
Government for the time being charged with the promotion 
of Art education. 


Be Several of the other gifts and bequests to the 
iiIuseum contained a similar condition. The opinion of 
Mr. Bradley Dyne already referred to was that under the Charter 
the Board of Education took the place of the Department of 
Science and Art for all purposes and it did not appear to 
him that the alterations introduced by the Act of 1899 were 
antagonistic to the directions attached to the bequests 
referred to. The mere substitution of one Corporation 
consisting of a Government Department for another was not, 
in his opinion, an alteration of or interference with the 
disposition or ordering of the chattels bequeathed which 
would give rise to the forfeiture clauses contained in any 
of these bequests. 


4a. But it seems to be clear that in the case of any 
articles subject to such a gift over as is indicated (and 
substantially the same provision is contained in other 
gifts or bequests) the effect of any Art of Parliament which 
removed the Museum from the control of the Board of Zducation 
would be that the gift over would take effect unless, of 
course, express statutory provision was made for over-riding 
the terms of the trusts in question. 


II. Extent of bequests and gifts upon which 
restrictions are placed and the nature 
of these restrictions. 


A. Victoria and Albert Museum. 


There are various bequests which include objects 
from more than one Department of the Museum to which a 
condition is attached that they must be kept together as a 
unit and not distributed amongst the Departments concerned. 
Such bequests cut across the system of arrangement which 
prevails in the Museum generally, and are therefore often a 
serious embarrassment. They baffle the public who naturally 
expect to find all the metalwork in the Department of Metal- 
work, and so on, and they are an inconvenience in the actual 
working of the Departments concerned. When, however, such a 
separated bequest is of the extent and magnificence of the 
Salting Collection, there is much to be said for its 
segregation; it illustrates the taste of a great collector 
of the past and it is adequate enough to represent in itself 


certain distinct phases of culture, e.g. the Italian 
Renaissance. 


The principal bequests of this nature are the 
following (in order of importance):- 


Salting Beguest, 1910. (Includes objects from ell the 
principal departments of the Museum and of 4a wide range of 
epochs - Chinese and Japanese art, iiohammedan art, and above 


all Italian and French art of the Renaissance). 


Be 


16 


Murray Bequest, 1910. (This bequest again includes objects 
from ell the principal departments of the Ifuseum, but it 
derives its main importa ance from a fund, the annual income 


of which (about 22.000) is used to purchese objects of a some- 


what limited range which nave to be kept in a. separate room or 


roomswith the original bequest. As the collection con- 
tinues to grow it will become more and more difficult to 
fit it in with the normal arrangement of the luseum). 


Jones Collection, 1882. (Includes objects from all the 
principal departments of the Museum, but mainly of one 
epoch and country, the French XVIIIth century) . 


Currie Bequest, 1921. A smaller collection of the type 
of the Salting Collection: must be kept together and 
exhibited as a separate collection. 


Cope Bequest, 1903 Smaller bequests, concerning 
/ 


Dumergue Bequest, 1912.) only two or three departments. 
The very smallness of these bequests makes it difficult 
to exhibit them satisfactorily. 


The following list shows the extent of bequests’ 
concerning only one Department, to which important re- 
strictions are attached. In many cases the conditions as 
to segregation present little or no difficulty since the 
collections constitute one independent unit. 


CERAMICS. 


a setlenceeletapny- Leesan ace in eine 
glass). Separate location, no loans or disposals to be 
made from the collection. 


The Schreiber Collection, 1885. (Porcelain, enamels and 


Brent Bequest, 1915. (1 case, English porcelain, to be 
kept together and exhibited separately) « 


Rees Price Gift, 1924. (6 cases of ro glass, to be 
kept together as @ as a separate collection 


PAINTINGS, ENGRAVINGS, &C. 


vetlel laartent ace) Wigan ets SWE oh 


Dyce Beguest, 1869. (Oil paintings, water-colours, &o . ) 
Separate location; no loans or disposals; bequest forfeited 
if legislature interferes. 


HZllison Gift, 1860 & 1873. (Yater-colours). Separate loca- 
tion; no loans or disposals; not to be exhibited on a Sunday. 


Forster Bequest, 1876. (Paintings, water-colours &c.) 
separate location; no loans or disposals; bequest forfeited 
if legislature interferes. 


Hill Bequest, 1894. (Oil paintings &c.) Separate location; 
no loans or disposals; bequest forfeited if legislature 
interferes. 


Ionides Bequest, 1900. (Oil and tempera paintings, water- 
colours, &e.) Separate location; all prints and drawings 
to be under glass; no loans or Gisposels. 


Maud Gift, 1872. (Drawings, &c.) No loans or disposals; 
bequest forfeited if legislature interferes. 
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Prescott-Howett and Hellett Gift, 1891. (Water-colours). 
No loans or disposals ~ bequest forfeited if legislature inter- 
feres.e 


Sheepshanks Gift, 1857. (Oil paintings, water-colours, &e.) 


No Loans or disposals; bequest forfeited if legislature 
interferes. 


Tatlock Gift, 1872. (Oil paintings and Water-colours). No 
loans or “disposals; bequest forfeited if legislature inter- 
feres. 


Townshend Bequest, 1869. (Oil paintings, ‘later-colours &e.) 
No loans or disposals; S; must be exhibited. 


Walmsley Gift, 1872. (Oil paintings) No loans or disposals; 


fT ok A OE ined Bo ig 
sca forfeited if legislature interferes. 


Wearing Bequest, 1875. (Drawings &c.) Separate location. 
LIBRARY. 


Dyce Bequest, 1869. (15,443 volumes) To be kept to- 


) 
) 

Forster Bequest, 1876. (19,440 volumes) : gether as dis- 
) 


L. Alma Tadema Library, 1915. (4,318 vols.)) tinct libraries. 

There are various smaller bequests of manuscripts 
and books which involve separate location, the chief of which 
is the Reid bequest (1902-3) of 80 Illuminated Manuscripts, 
all of which must be exhibited. 


METALYVORK. 
Townshend Bequest of Gems. To be kept together 


Waldo-Sibthor 
iietalwork 


Gift (Miscellaneous ) as separate collections. 


) 
) 
) 
) 


TUXTILES. 


Bolckow Bequest of Lace. (To be kept together as a separate 
aotiestie 
INDIAN SECTION. 


Curzon Bequest. (To be kept together in the main as a 
separate collection). 


Dixon Bequest. (255 Water-colours and Cil Paintings and 
40 other objects. The conditions attached to this bequest 
specify that the objects shell be exhibited to the public 
free of charge. 


Fuller details as to the rather complicated re- 
strictions affecting Bequests and Gifts to the Department of 
Paintings are appended. 

B. Science Museum. 
There are no becuests at the Science Museum which 


involve such restrictions as those referred to above in 
connexion with the Victoria and Albert tiuseum. 
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Engraving, Illustration and Design and Paintings. | 


- 


Schedule of Gifts and Bequests 
of O11 Paintings, Water-Colours etc., 
governed by restrictions. 


CAMPBELL, Mrs. D. Bequest, 1898. 1 Oil Painting. 


Extract from Will:- "to be placed in the room built to 
contain the ‘Dyce Collection’ and never to be separated 
therefrom." 


CARR, Mrs. J. Bequest. 8 YWater-colours and an album con- 
taining 199 sketches. 


To be held by the Department of Science and Art for 
ever in trust for the Nation. 


CRUIKSHANK, Mrs. G. Gift. 3,481 drawings by Cruikshank, ) 
some),water-colour; also etchings &c. 


Extract from itemorandum sent to Mrs. Cruikshank on 27.5.1884 
"The Department undertake that a portion of the works, 
including the most important drawings and etchings, shall 
always be exhibited at South Kensington ... Also that from 
time to time other portions of the Collection shall be 

shown at the Branch hiuseum, Bethnal Green, and in 

provincial exhibitions in connection with this Department." 


DE MERLE, Mrs. A. Bequest, 1894. 3 Oil Paintings. 


The bequest was accepted on the conditions in the ‘ill:- 
".-- none of the said articles ... shall be sold or 
otherwise disposed of but ... the same shall respectively 
be preserved at the said Museum at South Kensington or 
elsewhere under the control of the said Directors for 
inspection by the public at such times and in such manner 
as the said Directors shall from time to time determine. 


DITCHFIELD, Mr. A. Beguest. 6 Oil Paintings and 12 Water- . 
colours. Bequeathed "to the Trustees for the time being | 
of the National Collection now established at South 
Kensington to be held by them for the purposes of such 
collection.” 


DIZON, Mr. J. Bequest, 1886. 90 Oil Paintings, 171 Water- 


colours, 1 sepia drawing, 5 paintings on porcelain, 6 
engravings, 23 miscellaneous objects. 


Bequeathed to Bethnal Green Museum. 

The pictures and drawings may be lent temporarily in 
part or in whole for exhibition elsewhere on condition 
of receiving in return for like temporary exhibition 
at the Bethnal Green Museum other pictures and drawings 
of somewhat similar importance and value. 


gravings, a large library, etc. 


(a) The collection to be deposited and kept in a proper | 
and separate room or gallery “in or near to the Public 
Buildings built or to be built for the Department of 
Science and Art now called the South Kensington Museum } 
or elsewhere." 


(b) Conditional right of property shall be solely in the 
ex-officio trustee for the time being (now the President 
of the Board) "and to be and remain always under his 
control;" he shall be sole arbiter of any question of 
munagement or disposition of the collection under the 
will. 


(ec) No part of the collection shall ever be sold or 
exchanged or dealt with contrary to the spirit of 
the prescribed disposition; the books are never to 
be Lent or removed from the collection. 


(ad) The collection shall not be subject to the Act 
authorising the sale of works of art belonging to 
the public, or to any future enactment which, but 
for this declaration, might alter the prescribed 
ordering and disposition of the collection. If the 
legislature interferes, or the conditions are not 
strictly observed, the collection is to be added and 
for ever form part of the Fitzwilliam Collection, 
Cambridge. 


ELLISCN, Mrs. B. Gift, 1860. 51 Water-colours. 


(a) The paintings to be deposited in and kept as part of 
the National Collection of “ater-Colour Paintings at 
Kensington until a separate and permanent room or 
rooms be erected by the Department "for the purpose"; 
to be as constantly exhibited as the other paintings 
under the Department, but “it is my desire that” the 
exhibition do not take place on a Sunday. 


Cb) Conditionel right of property to be solely in the ex- 
officio trustee for the time being (now the President aa 
of the Board); the paintings shall always remain under 
his sole care and he shall be sole arbiter of any 
question as to their management or disposition under 
the will. | 


(c) The paintings not to be subject to the Act authorising 
the sale of works of art belonging to the public, or to 
any future*® enactment which, but for this declaration, 
might place the paintings under any other care or 
ordering or otherwise interfere. 


* The will is dated March 9, 1869. 


ELLISON, Mrs. B. Gift, 1873. 49, Ywter-colours. 
(a) The pictures "shall be deposited with the National 
Collection of ‘‘ater-Colour Paintings under the control 
of the Department ... and always exhibited to the 
public with them on the walls at South Kensington under 
the same regulations and conditions, so far as they may 
be applicable, as those water-colour paintings contained 


6. 


POST TAC 
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Same time as the oil pictures ana the National 
Collection of Water-Colour Paintings the property 

of the Department ... but it is our desire that the 
exhibition thereof do not take place on a Sunday ..." 


(b) The right of property to be 
trustee for the time being ( 
Board). 


in the gift of ... John Sheepshanks ... and at the | 
| 
| 


now the President of the 


solely in the ex-officio | 

: 

| 

(c) None of the works Shall be sold, exchanged, or trans- | 

ferred or dealt with contrary to the spirit of the | 

prescribed disposition and control. | 

FORSTER, Mr. John, LL.D.  Beguest, 1876. 48 Paintings, 179 

Water-colours, nearly 1,000 other drawings; engravings, 
iSS., Books, etc. 


(a) The collection to be de 


posited and kept in a proper 
and sufficient room or 


gallery whether at South 
<ensington or elsewhere; but ("in order not to render 
the gift ... obnoxious to the provisions of an 

Statute in Mortmain, or relating to Charitable uses") 
the room or gallery or "such other like room or gallery 
as may from time to time be Substituted" shall be on 
land which at or previously to lst February 1876 
belonged to the Department of Science and Art. 


(b) Conditional right of property and control Shall remain 
vested in the Department ... who Shall be the sole 


arbiter concerning the management and disposition of ) 
the collection. 


(c) No part of the collection Shall be sold, exchanged ) 
or dealt with contrary to the Spirit of the prescribed | 
disposition and control. The collection shall not 
be subject to the Act authorising the sale of works 
of art belonging to the public, or to any Subsisting | 
or future act which, but for this declaration, might 


alter the prescribed Ordering and disposition of the I 
collection. 


(a) If any of the conditions are not observed, or if the 
Legislature attempts in any manner to interfere with 
the prescribed disposition, care or ordering, "save : 
the trust or condition in reference to any Statute in 
Mortmain, or relating to Charitable Uses", the British 
Museum is to have the MSS. and autographs,and such 
printed books as its trustees may select "for the 
purpases of being deposited in the said Museum, but not 
for sale"; the National Gallery is to have such paintings 
and drawings as its trustees may select" for the purpose 
of being placed ana kept in the National Collection, but 


not for the purpose of sale"; the residue of the estate 
to be in trust for Mr. Forster's wife. 


FORSTER, Mrs. J. Bequest, 1894. 1 Gil painting. 


Accepted as forming part of the Forster Collection and 
Subject to the same conditions as that collection (q.v.). 


: x i 


HEUSCH, Mr. PF. Beguest, 1870. 1 Oil printing. 


"I give my picture by Dyckmans, with its case, to the 
South Kensington Museum, on condition that it shall 
always be placed in a situation favourable for close 
inspection as well as preservation, and that a tablet 
be attached to the frame Stating that the lady in the 
black dress represents the donor's mother, ifistress 
Sarah Heusch, who died in 1864." 


ae 


} 
Bib, Mrs Js Bequest, 1894. 16 Oil paintings and 1 Weter- | 
colour drawing. ) 


(a) The collection to be deposited and kept in a proper 


| 
separate room or gallery or part of one set apart for the 


purpose in or near the public buildings built or to be 
built for the Department of Science and Art, now called 
the South Kensington Museum, or elsewhere. 


(b) Conditional right of property shall be solely in the 
ex-officio trustee for the time being (now the President 
of the Board) "and to ... remain always under his 
control"; he shall be the arbiter of any question touch- 
ing the management of the collection under the will. 


(c) "No part of my collection shall ever be sold or exchanged | 
or be dealt with contrary to the ... Spirits «.s of the 
use, disposition and control ... prescribed, and never 
to be lent or removed from the collection." 


(d) The collection shall not be subject to the act author- 
ising the sale of works of art belonging to the public 
or to any future’ enactment, which, but for this 
declaration, might place it under other than the pre-_ 
Scribed care or ordering or interfere with the disposi- 
tion of it. If the Legislature interferes, or if the 
conditions are not strictly adhered to, the collection 
Shall fall into the donor's residuary estate. 


paisa Ps Nini Si 


“ The will is dated April 25, 1890, 


TONIDES, Mr. C.A. Bequest, 1900. 83 Oil ana tempera 


paintings, 36 water-colours, 379 other drawings, 617 
etchings, engravings, etc. } 


(a) To be kept at the South Kensington Museum as one 2 
separate collection and not distributed over the 
Museum or lent for exhibition. 

\ 


(b) The etchings, drawings and engravings to be framed 


and glazed by the Museum, so that students there can 
easily see them. 


JONES, Mr. J. Bequest. 1882. 105 Oil paintings, 26 water- \) 
colours, 143 miniatures, furniture, porcelain, ete. a 


"I give ... to the Trustees for the time being of 

the South Kensington ifuseum ... to be kept separate | 
&S one collection and not distributed over various | 
parts of the said Museum or lent for exhibition. 


RAPPT, Monsieur H. Gift. 1886. 1 Oil Painting. 
en er OOO 


. s iN . 
"Les seules conditions Que j'attachersi a ces donations 
Se resument en l'obligation par le committee du Musee 
de les reconnditre comme inalienables, c.a.d. non 


Sujettes &@ étre cédees ou echangées avec aucum autre 
Musee," 


| 
| 
| 


8. | 


| 
| 
| 


MAUD, Mr. © C.T. Gift, 1872. 11 Drawings in water-colour, 
crayon, &¢c. The gzift was offered on the same terms as 
those adopted with Mr. Sheepshanks' Gift (q.v.) and it 
was stipulated that the drevines should not be hung upon 
screens. The Department accepted the offer and agreed to 
the stipulation. 

MSLVILLE, Mrs. A. Gift, 1906. 1 ‘iater-colour. 

"It shall be deposited in the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, and shall remain there on view, except when on 
temporary loan for purposes of exhibition elsewhere." 
(Board's letter, 20.3.1906). 


MITCHSLL, Mr. G. Bequest, 1878. 15 011 paintings, 7 crayon 
drawings, etc. 


"He bequeathed to the South Kensington ituseum for the 
use and purposes thereof for ever, and to be made over 
to the trustees or managers thereof, or other proper 
officer or officers on behalf of the public, the follow- 
ing articles ...” 


MURRAY, Capt. H.B. Beguest, 1910. 2 Oil paintings, 1 Water- 
colour drawing, od Miniatures, etc. 


(a) None of the objects shall be sold or exchanged. 


(b) The collection shall be kept together as much as possible 
as one collection and not distributed over various parts 
of the Museum. 


MURRAY, Colonel, Sir we end | Lady. Girt, 19Li.  Onevoit 
painting. The picture was accepted on the understanding 
that it was to be hung with the Murray Collection. 


PRESCOTT-HEVETT, Agnes S. and HALLETT 
51 VYater-colours. 


Maud $$. .Gift, 1691. 


(a) The picture shall be conveniently placed in the 
National Gallery of British art attached to the 
Department of Science and Art at South Kensington, 
but shall not be kept separate from other pictures 
etc.e, already deposited or hereafter to be deposited 
at the said Gallery. 


(b) Conditional right of property shall be in the ex-officio 
trustee for the time being {now the President of the 
Board); the pictures shall always remain under his sole 
eare and he shell be the sole arbiter of any question 
touching the management under the will. 


(c) The pictures shall be used (as the primary object) for 
reference and instruction in the Schools of Art now or 
hereafter placed under the superintendence of the 
Department, and subject thereto shall be exhibited to 
the public at such time as shall not interfere with the 
arrangements of the said Schools. 


(d) None of the pictures shall ever be sold or exchanged 
or dealt with contrary to the spirit of the prescribed 
disposition, but they may be lent temporarily. 


(e) They shall not be subject to the Act authorising the 


sale of works of art belonging to the public, or to 
any subsisting or future enactment which, but for this 


we 


SHEEPSHANKS, liar. John, Gift, 1857. 23 inti 
~Water-colours, 109 other drawings ott tae Ee 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


(e) 


(f) 


SMITH, Mr. William. Bequest, 1976. 131 Water-colours, 5 
other drawings and some booxs. 


TATLOCK. Mrs. H. Gift, 1872. 5 Oil paintings and 12 water- 


Penerlaasie ial tale cinelanl) MEN ctceata ot tact oh ONO NONE OO 
colours. 
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declaration, would alter th 
disposition. If the Levigl 
conditions are not strictly 
cease and the pictures sha: 


cir prescribed ordering and 
ges interferes or if the 
1 Ae vant to, the gift shall 
» and na 6 held in trust, by the 
ex-officio trustee for the time being, for bik Prasat tee 
Hewett and Maud 5. Hallett or their legal representatives. 


» about 130 etchings, etc. 


A suitable Gallery to be called "The Nati 

of British Art" shall be erected by the See ecsn ae 
be attached or near to the buildings built or to be 
built for the Department of Science and Art on the 
estate purchased by H.M. Commissioners for the Zxhibition 
of 1851, or the public parks or gardens at Kensington. 


The pictures and drawings shall be deposited in such 
Gallery, with any pictures or other works of art that nay 
be subsequently placed there by other contributors. 


Conditional right of property in the pictures and drawings 
shall be solely in the ex-officio trustee for the time 
being (now the President of the Board); they shall be 

under his sole control and he shall be sole arbiter of 


any question as to their management or disposition under 
the will. 


They shall be used (as the primary object) for reference 
and instruction in the Schools of Art "now or hereafter 
placed under the superintendence of the ... Department” 
and subject thereto shall be exhibited to the public at 
such times as shall not interfere with the arrangements 
of the said Schools. 


None of the pictures and drawings shall ever be sold or 
exchanged or dealt with contrary to the spirit of the 

prescribed disposition and control thereof, but they may 
be lent temporarily. 


They shall not be subject to the Act authorising the sale 
of works of art belonging to the public, or to any enact- 
ment subsequent to February 2, 1857, which, but for this 
declaration, would alter the prescribed ordering or 

disposition of them. If the Legislature interferes or 
the conditions are not strictly adhered to, the gift 

shall cease, and the pictures and drawings shall be added 
to and for ever form part of the Fitzwilliam Collection, 
Cambridge. 


The water-colours were bequeathed "in trust for the use 
of the Department of Science and Art to be deposited in 
the South Kensington ifuseum and form part of the National 
Collection of water-colour paintings." 


Given upon the same terms and conditions as far as 
applicable as those of the deed of gift of Mr. John 


Sheepshanks (c.v-). 


tf 


TOWNE, Mr. R.  BequeSt 1885. 1 Oil Painting. 


Executors' letter of 2111.188 


5 says: "By the will 
of the late Mr. Richar eae , ee 


d Towne, he directs that his 
‘oil painting by Passmore ... be given 'to the 


Trustees of the South Kensington Museum’ 'if they 

think fit to accept the same for exhibition and 
preservation in the Museum.'" The painting seems to 

have been accepted verbally by Mr. G.H. Derby on 1.12,.1885, 


TOWNSHUND, Rev. C.H. Bequest, 1869. 186 Oil paintings, 


164 Yater-colours and numerous other drawings, gems, coins, 
books, engravings, etc. 


Bequeathed "on condition that ... articles be never 
sold or exchanged but to the intent that the same 
may be deposited and kept in the South Kensington 
Museum, or any other suitable place which may be 
provided in substitution for that Museum and ex- 
hibited to the public with the other works of art, 
which now are or may be therein." 


WALMSLEY, Sir J. wast, LO672.° 13 O01) paintings. 


"Same terms and conditions as far as they may be 
applicable" as those of the Sheepshanks' Gift (q.v.) 


Has Mr. J.B. Bequest, 1875. 2,596 drawings and 
64 - Sheets. 


"On condition that they" (i.e. drawings of archi- 


tecture, urnament, figures and landscape) "are all 
kept together," 


ll. 
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THE VICTORIA AND ALBERT WW SHUM. 
A SND AD BGR SUS EUT 


QUESTION NO. ?: The desirability of freer intercourse 


and @ larger measure of loan and exchange with 
inicipal, Colonial and Forel Galleries and ifuseums. 


QUSSTION No.3: The desirability of freer 
intercourse and a Tar ér measure of loan 
and exchange With Municipal. Colonial and 
Foreign Galleries and Ifuseums 

e 


The Victoria and Albert Liuseum 
oe 


(1) Loans. 


AS pert of the educationel scheme initiat 

the first half of the 19th century for the Cel tee Bes 

of design and taste in Works of Decorative Art this ituseum 
has had an organisec system for lending specimens to other 
Institutions in this country for many years. At first, 
i.e. from 1864 onwards, loans were made Only to Schools of 
Art recognised by the Science and Art Department and to 
lfuseums attached to such Schools. But in 1886 the system 
was extended to municipal Museums unconnected with Schools. 


In prectice loans to Museums are confined to those 
under public control. In former years objects were 
sometimes lent to Special exhibitions such as those held 
at the Burlington Fine Arts Club, but @ loan would not now 
be granved to such a temporary exhibition unless it were 
to comply with certain conditions as to the admission of 
the public, and in the event of the exhibition lasting 
more than three months, unless it is open free for at least 
one day and one evening in the week. 


A few quasi-permanent loans fall into a different 
category. An example of such a loan is the Gibbs 
collection of Anglo-Saxon Antiquities now on loan from 
this Ifuseum to the British imseum. In this connection 
it may be recalled that in 1891 when it was a question of 
the loan of the Sheepshanks and certain other collections 
of pictures bequeathed to South Zensington to the proposed 
Gallery of British Art, the Law Officers of the Crown 
advised that no such powers of transfer could be exercised 
by the President except for a purely temporary purpose. 


The loans are not now made (as they were before 
1909) from the main collections of the Museum, but from a 
Separate collection which not only absorbs duplicates and 
Surplus objects from the main collections, but is 
continually added to by purchases made for that special 
purpose, and to some extent by gifts. 


Focal institutions are required to meet the 
cost of insurance and to pay half the cost of transport. 
It is also an important condition of loans from this 
Institution that they shall be supplemented by works of 
a Similar character contributed by the locality. Loans 
to local Museums are changed once in fourtem or fifteen 
months. 


There are no normal arrangements for the issue 
of loans to institutions outside the United Kingdon, 
though loans have been occasionally made to temporary 
exhibitions abroad. At the time of the Brussels Exhibition 
in 1910 the Board of Education decided that original 
Works of Art should not be lent outside the United 
Kingdcn, 
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This dscision was a fortunate one as the fire which broke 


out at that Exhibition reduced o : 
ur loan of electrotynes to 
scrap-metal, heit 


Loans are also made from this Museum to Art Schools 
Secondary Schools and Treining Colleges recomised by the 
Board of Sducetion in connection with the teaching of Art 
and Handicraft. These loans are of a somewhat different 
character from those issued to ifuseums and include lantern 
slides aS Well as works of art, Becucationally the loans to 


schools are probably of greater effect than those to loval 


A more detailed note on the fravelling Collections 


/ 


, 


of this luseum has been prepared and can be submitted to the 


Commissioners if required. 


The Ifuseum has some difficulty in meeting the 


needs of the institutions with which it is more particularly 


concerned, and no larger measure of loan to institutions 
abroad would be possible without a corresponding increase 
in the number of objects, and of staff to deal with then. 
lioreover, the risk of damage in transit oversea, more 
particularly on the retum journey, is not one which could 
be quite ignored. It may be suggested in this connection 
that @ more prudent course would be to urge the great 
Dependencies to form their own collections through an 


agent in London who would act, if necessary, in consultation 


With the Officers of the National institutions. In this 
country, 30 local miseums are now in receipt of regular 
loans: it is doubtful whether this number could be much 
increased, safely and usefully. 


(2) Exchange. 


Under the Charter of Incorvoration the Board of 
Hducation as successors to the Science and Art Dopart ment 
would appear to have power to exchange original objects 
with other Museums (provided of course that no restraining 
condition is attached to them); and there are four cases 
on record where original objects have teen exchanged with 
the sanction of the President! Owing to the needs of the 
Circulation Department it is improbable that duplicate 
original objects of a suitable character would ever be 
available for exchange. Casts md reproductions are in 
a different category and in the past numerous such 
exchanges were effected, more especially in the seventies. 


QUESTION NO. 4: The extent of present intercourse and the 


HE VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM. 


desirability of more frequent and fuller intercourse 
between the Authorities of the different National 
Mussums in this country with a view to the more 
Scisntific co-ordination of the policy o purchase, 
and the élimination of overlapping. A Statement is 
desired of the objects purchased which are known to 


be the Subject of purchases by other National Museums. 
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ntercourse between the authorities of the 

differsit Netional Waseuns in this countr 
with a view to the more scientific co- 
ordination of the poli; of purchase, and the 
elimination oF overispeen . A Statement 18 
desired of the objects purchased which are 


anes p OD 
known to be the subjec Of purchases by other 
Wational Museums, Be 


The Victoria and albert Museum, 


the intercourse which at present exists between the 
and Ovnuer National luseums is informel in nature, and somewhat 
depencent on the personal relations of the Officers concerned. 
But generally Speaking on any important occasion it is 
practically certain that informal consultations will take place 
at least so far as is compatible with the need for an urgent 
decision in any particular case. .It might be desirable, 
howsver, that such consultations should be established on a 
more regular and uniform basis, 


The elimination of overlapping (the evils of which 
haye psrhaps been exaggerated) is a widsr and a still more 
dGirficult question. Overlapping could not be eliminated 
entirely without a complete change in the policy of the 
Museums concerned and this change could hardly take place 
without effecting the entire organisation of the greater 
national mussums and radically altering their historical 
character. It must furthsr be remembered that the very fact 
of overlapping may result in zifts and bequests being made 
which would otherwise have bsen lost to the nation, owing to 
the personal idiosyncrasies and preferences of collectors. A 
central organisation, however, might help to ensure what to 
some measure is already ensured by informal intercourse + 
namely, that the collections whilst overlapping in general 
catesories, are complementary in detail and in arrangement. 
Experiences seems to show however that such arrangements can 
only be satisfactorily concludsd by the Nuseum officials 
themselves, who alone can reasonably be expected to possess the 
detailed knowledge which is necessary of the contents of their 
respective huseums or Departmsnts. 


4A statement is attached showing the objects purchased 
by this Museum which are known to be the subject of purchases . 
by othsr National luseums. 


With regard to this statement it might almost be said 
that the Department of British and Mediaeval art and ithnography, 
as constituted at the British huseum until a comparatively recent 
date, did in theory cover almost ail the ground covered by this 
Museum; with the exception of the Library and the vepartments of 
Paintings and Lngraving, Illustration and Design. In practice, 
however, this Department with no apparently logical justification 
omittsd almost entirely the classes of objects collected by the 
Vietoria and Albert Museum's Departments of Textiles and soodwork, 
The tro collections have grown up Side by side since thse fifties 
and sixties and in many cases precisely the same classes of 
objects have been acquired by both iuseums,. 


On the retirement of Sir Hercules Read his Department 
was split into two and Ceramics and Ethnography were detached 


a 


from the remainder of the Department 
Department under the name of Cer 
the first time at the British } 
what 18 perhaps the most obvio 
between the two institutions, 


by this arrangement a new 
aiics was definitely set up for 

useum, and this Department provides 
uS and important case of overlapping 


another special case is that o g par tr 
ungraving, Illustration and Design, Hh yhave 1a oe eae 
duplication with the British Museum in many directions, but in a 
useum of Industrial art a Department of Prints is as essential as 
a Library and the collection must, to some extent, be regarded from 
this point of view, It is clearly the function of the Victoria 
and albert kluseum to purchase drawings and engravings of decorative 
design; and in view of the luseum's close relatiouship with the 
noyal College of art to acquire specimen drawings and prints 
of all kinds for their value as examples of technique, 
Although there is an overlap with the British Museum in these 
cla Ses, purchases made there are considered from a ditferent 
point of view, Owing to the good relations which fortunately 
exist between the Officers of the Departments concerned all 
possibility of competing to the detriment of the public purse 
seems to have been avoided. 


| During the last few years the Tate Gallery has begun to 
acquire drawings in black and white, etchings and engravings, 
thus overlapping both this Museum and the British Museum. 


In regard to the Department of Paintings, the 
Victoria and Albert Museum has not for many years purchased 
oil paintings and the overlapping therefore only affects the 
previously existing collections. With water-colours the 
case has been different. The Victoria and Albert liuseum has 
long been the one institution which systematically purchased 
watcr-colours for exhibition as a part of a national 
historical collection, and this function was recognised by 
the National Gallery, which never bought water-colours itself. 
The British Museum only bought sketches and studies in 
British water-colours, but it seems impossible in practice to 
draw a line of demarcation between a sketch and a "finished 
water-colour" and the British Museum has undoubtedly 
acquired many finished water-colours, largely during the last 
thirty years, 


The Tate Gallery has always recognised that this 
Museum had a right to the original title, given to the Sheep- 
shanks Collections and the historical collection of British 
water-colours, of the "National Gallery of British art". from 
the foundation of the Tate Gallery down to 1915 six water-colours 
were handed over to that Gallery by the Chantrey Trustees and 
only two water-colours (by Rossetti) were bought. Since the 
Yar, however, the Tate Gallery has made numerous purchases of 
water-colours both by living and dead artists. 


Overlapping may possibly take place with the National 
Portrait Gallery in that they occasionally purchase miniatures, 
The Victoria and Albert Museum, however, is the only Museum 
definitely collecting miniatures for their artistic interest. 


Appendix 
Question 4- 


The following groups of objects are purchased by the 
Victoria and Albert Museum and are known to be the 
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Department. 
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Group. | also purchased ‘ 
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architecture 


& Sculpture 


Ivory carvings of post Classical date. : British Museum 
ro (only modern work purchased since’ 
| Plaquettes (none purchased since 1907). | 
| Various categories of Medieval and 
| Renaissance art which might conceivably | 
| be purchased by the British Museum, 
| (carvings in porphyry, alabaster, wood, 

| etc; bronzes), 

Portrait Busts | National Portrait 
Gallery. 


Ceramics | A£11 categories of pottery and porcelain British Museum 
_ of all epochs except Primitive and 
: Classical. 
_ All kinds of glass vessels, : 1 
'Limoges, Italian and Lnglish painted 
/ enamels, 
/ London pottery and porcelain ‘London Museum 
: Battersea enamels # 
English glass " 
Paintings | Water-colours Tete Gallery and 
: British Museum 
Miniatures ‘National Portrait 


Gallery. 


Engravingy, . Engravings, drawings, etc. _ British Museum 
Tiustration | imgravings, drawings, ete. by modern 
& Design — | British (and foreign?) artisvs ‘Tate Gallery 


Library |Manuscripts (MSE. on art matters are 
/ considered to be Within the scope of the: 
Vv. & A.M, but might also be the subject | 
of purchase by the British Museum). 
| Bookbindings (acquired as examples cr 


artistic leatherwork ). British Museum 
Metalwork |Oriental Metalwork British Museum 
. |Buropean hiedieval & Renaissance Metalwork : 
TImglish Metalwork | _London Museum 
Textiles ‘Beyptian Textiles ‘British Museum 
a peeraa ae ‘(to a slight 
extent). 
Textiles genvrally ‘Royal Scottish 
‘Museum. 
Woodwork English furniture ‘London Museum 
Ra |Japanese and Chinese Lacquer . ‘British Museum 
_Medieval Woodwork -BoM.(to a slight 
: extent ). 
Indian Indian Sculpture ‘British Museum 
section ‘Indian Metalwork - chiefly arms & armour’ n 
nS RN Indian Paintings 
3. 
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attendance and the estimated yield if a fee were 


————: ae 


oY 
: 


Charged either on se 


eiected | sd days or generally. 


QUASTION N sy 

QUST ek phe poe eee y prep tie as regards admission 
Eoes the provable eftect of admission feces on soon 
ang ie cetimated yield if 8 fee were charged either: 
selected days or generally. 
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The Victcria and Albert Museum. 


bite No admission fees are at present charged at the 
SAAS lle 


The effect of admission fees on attendance may be 
seen by comparing the attendances for the last three years 
with those during the last three years of the period when 
admission fees were charged. Refore the war the Museum was 
open free on three week-days (Mondays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays) and on Sunday afternoons, the other three week- 
days were called "students' days" and the terms of admission 
were:- 


Students (in recognised institutions) - Free; 


Others, 64. per visit; or by periodical tickets 
issued at 2/6 per month. 


From lst July, 1914, the Museum vas open free on every day. 
The annual attendances for the last three years 


of the pre-war system (1911-13) compare thus with those of 
the three years most recently completed (1924-26). 
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Calendar | Attendances. : Admission 

Year. i Free days. Students? days. | fs Bees. f 
‘(‘iondeys, Thursdeys (Tuesdays, Total | Kt 
Saturdays and . Wednesdays vi 

| gunday afternoons)... and Fridays) ee mnt gem _ 

: : £ Wa 

vk he pneags 696,804 55,766 Lb PSB peO 940 | 

i9ie |. 675,729 56,412 BOLI 999 

$918°5) 639,581 2 52,845 oo M698 4E8 |.) 927 

1924 862,769 | 455,280 1,318,049) | 

1925 776,752 415,955 ty We ee Peds ee Wil. f 

1926 +! 720,499 | b 2 S82,829 1,103,318) ih 


From these figures it will be seen that the 
rise in the annual attendance figures is mainly due to the 
very large increase in attendances on the former students' 


days. It would therefore appear that the re-~imposition of an a. 
admission fee of 6d. would have a serious effect on attend- i! 


ance, and that the total yield would be small. Looked at 
from the economic point of view, that is, the cost of the 
Museum per person visiting it, the policy would be 4 costly 
one» 


The effect of the imposition of a small general 
fee, such as a penny every day, except, say, Saturday aiter- 
noons and sundays, is more difficult to estimate. It would 
certainly not deter the intending serious visitor, but it 
would keep out most children and a large number of casual 
visitors -~ a group deserving of consideration, since 
enlightenment often comes to people when they are not parti- 
cularly in search of it. Allowing for a reduction in 
numbers for a free saturday and Sunday, and for free ad- 
mission to students it may be doubted if such a fee would 
pring in more than about £2,000 or £2,500, at the outside. 
But this can only be & rough guess. 
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E VICTORIA AND ALBERT 
AND SOIENCE MUSHUMS . 


QUES TION NO. 6: The present system of administration in 
relation = ot f a technical 


o the recruitment of Scientitic an ec 


Staff and their trainin for the higher posts in the 
Administration. 


a 


\V 


oer ; Ey (aria pis pla i occ Tame eS Ses! 9 
relation to the recruitment of scientific and 
technical staff ani their training for the 


higher posts in the Aduinistration. 


ah (1) At both the Victoria and Albert liuseum and the 
Science -luseun vacancies amongst the higher technical statf 
(i.e., Keepers, Deputy Keepers, Assistant Keepers and 
Assistants) are normally filled by recruitment from outside 


the Museums to the grade of Assistant. Recruitment is by 
competitive Selection and posts are open to both men and 
women. i) 


(2) Vacancies in the grade of Assistant are usually 
advertised and the applications are considered in the first 
instance by the Director of the Museum with the assistance 
of the Keeper of the Department of the Museum in “hich the 
vacancy is to be filled. A short list of candidates for 
interview is submitted through the Director of Establishments 
of the Board of Bducation to the Civil Service Comnissioners 
for the approval of the Commissioners who in consultation 
with the Bosrd of Fducation nominate a Selection Board, 
presided over, when practicable, by the Chief Sivil Service 
Commissioner and usually composed of the Director of the 
Museum, the Director of Establishments and one other member. 


(3) Applicants for appointment are supplied with 
copies of the Regulations governing the competitive 
Selection of candidates. These regulations, copies of which 
are attached, set forth in detail the conditicns governing 
age limits for admission, general qualifications, method of 
gelection, and rules governing probation, superannuation, 
hours of attendance, vacation etc., together with a statement 
of the numbers, grades and salary scales of the higher 
technical establishment of the lfuseum. 


(4) The methods of recruitment to the Assistant Grade 
in the Victoria and Aibert :.useun and Science liuseum are 
generally similar, but tae following points of difference 
may be noted:- 

(i) The Scales of salaries at tne Victoria and 
Albert Museum are nigher than those at the 
Science Museum aS may oe seen in the attached 
copies of the Regulati 


(ii) The age limits for admission to the Victoria 
and Albert Museum are normally 22 to 26, and 
at the Science Nuseum 22 to 30, with extensions 
to cover, wnolly or partially, service in 
H.tf.rorces, the Royal Trish Constabulary and 
the Civil Service. 


(441) Candidates for admission to the Victoria and 
Albert Museum are expected to have.a very high 
level of education, but tney are not necessarily 
required to have specialised before admission 
in any branch of expert knowledge required for 
the work of the Museum. Candidates for the 
Seience Museum, are required to have done a 
certain amount of ost-graduate work, preferably 
on scientific and technical subjects specially bearing 


unon the work of the liuseum. The higner age limit 
for admission to the Science Museum enables 
sandidates to have undertaxen post-graduate 
scientific work before admission. 


65 We 


(5) Assistants af - rae. ; 

ie wnnntis a NEE) Say Sk appointment may proceed in due course | 

y Pp notion to the higher grades Be aoe eae, a) 
grades of Assistant Keeper, Deputy . 


Keeper and Keeper. 


(6) The functions of = 
unctions of the higher technical staff at the i) 


— 


Victoria and rT nert Mus. oe Ra 
t nd Albert Museum and Science Museum are as follows:~ 


——— ——————e 7 - 


a 


Officers ma ¥ j 
ARS ene be aioe may be employed in any Department of 
a ‘t ee. wii gh in practice they becomé experts in 4 
particular Department and specialise in it. 


——_ 


SS a ere 


| The Victoria and Albert Museum is divided into 
the following.Departments: 


Architecture and sculpwure, Metalwork. i 
Ceramics. Paintings. 1 
Bngraving, Illustration & Design. Textiles. ‘| 
Indian Section. Woodwork o | 

i 
Library. Circulation. | 


z The Science Museum is divided into the following 
Departments: 


Industrial Engineering and Manufactures. 


Mechanical Engineering, Land Transport and 
Construction, 


Water Transport, Marine Engineering and Aeronautics, 
Science and Scientific Instruments. 


Science Library. 


he Victoria and Albert Museum the duties of 
schnical officer jnclude:~ 


(a) The arrangement of the Sections allocated to him 
and the preparation of descriptive labels, register 
entries and catalogues. In this he has the 
assistance of Technicians, and Museum Attendants, 
4.6. of the lower technical staff of the Museum. 


(pb) The critical study of the objects in his department 
in order to make himself generally familiar with 
their historical development; specialisation in 

some particular branch or branches of his 
department. 
(c) The inspection of objects submitted for purchase 
or for acceptance as sifts or loans, the study of 
prices and conditions prevailing in the trade in 
objects of fine art. 


(a) The acquiring of 4 general knowledge of the 
principal art ovjects in the country, and the 
promoting of friendly relations with collectors 
and others likely to be benefactors to the Museum. 


with such expert or technical 


(e) To supply enquirers 
ailable in the Museum. 


information as is av 


ae 4 


Lv, 


At the Science Museum the 


; duties of each higher 
technical officer include:- id 


Routine Work. 


(a) The charge of a portion of the Collections. 
(b) The arrangement of the Sections allocated to him 
and the preparation of descrivtive labels and 
catalogues. In this he has the assistance of 
Peskwt-erens, Technical Assistants and Museum 
Attendants, i.e. of the lower technical stat? or 
the liuseum. 


Investigation. 


(oc) The eritical examination of instruments or 


i 


mechanism of various types and from various sources 
in order to study their historical interest and the 


trend of their development. 


(a) While keeping in touch with the general progress in 


the branch of knowledge which his collections 
represent, to gain 4 pecial and expert knowledge 
at least some part or parts of them. 


fey 
oO 
5 


Iniormation. 


(ec) To supply enquirers with such expert or technical 
information as is available in the Museum. 

5 discuss with advisory experts ana specialists 

pecial features of new advances in knowledge 
6 arts and in science and technology which 

should be represented. 


Assistants in both liuseums become fitted by their 


training in the Department in which they nave specialised 
for the more responsibie posts of Deputy Keepers and 
Keepers of Departments. 


of 


REGULATIONS FOR THE COMPETITIVE SELECTION OF 


ASSISTANTS IN THE VICTORIA & ALBERT MUSEUM, 


BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


Y TY Papen ee ; : woe 
N.B.—Competitions under these Regulations are open both to men and women. Competitions 


do not take place at fined intervals, but are held as occasion arises on the occurrence of 
vacancies. The Regulations are liable to alteration from time to time. 


1. Candidates must have attained the age of 22, and. shall as a rule not exceed 
the age of 26 on the Ist April of the year in which the competition is held. In 
exceptional cases the Board will be prepared to consider the appointment of persons 


» § » f ») a siz + <Pe- ml ifn . . 
above the age of 26. In reckoning age for competition the following allowances will 
be made, Viz. :-— 


7 1 } 1 atag r ¢ ‘ - ~ rr) > A J 7 . “ ; aa : 
: (a) Candidates who have served or who are serving in the Army, Navy or Air 
Force may deduct from their actual age any time during which they have so served. 


Non , € +o r oa Wi ral ch wi . E : . =| i 

(b) Candidates who have served for two full consecutive years in the Royal 
Va N- 49 hnlarvw At ae t : if : ‘ 

Trish Constabulary may deduct from their actual age any time not exceeding five 
years which they may have spent in such service. 


(c) Candidates who have served in any established civil situation to which they 
were admitted with the Certificate of the Civil Service Commissioners may deduct 
from their actual age any time not exceeding two years which they may have spent 
in such service. 


9 (Candidates must be natural-born British subjects and born of a father also a 
natural-born British subject, provided that exception may be made in the case of 
candidates serving in a civil situation to which they were admitted with the certificate 
of the Civil Service Commissioners, and provided that exception may be made as regards 
the father in the case of candidates who have served in His Majesty’s Armed Forces 
during the Great War between the 4th August, 1914 and the Iith November, 1918. 


8 Until further order, special consideration will be given to candidates who 
have served in His Majesty’s Forces during the War. 

No person will be eligible who obtained from any tribunal established under the 
Military Service Acts, 1916 to 1918, exemption from service in His Majesty’s Forces 
under those Acts on the ground of a conscientious objection to the undertaking of 
military service, or, although not so exempted, declined to comply with obligations 
imposed wpon him by those Acts. 


‘4. Persons holding situations in the Civil Service must obtain the permission 
of the authorities of their Department to apply for appointment. 


No person actually serving in the Army, Navy or Air Force, will be eligible for 
consideration unless he produces, when called upon to do so, the permission of his 
Commanding Officer to apply for appointment, dated before his appearance before 
the Selection Board, and given in accordance with such orders as may from time to 
time be issued. 


Persons upon whose training for the occupation of teacher public money has 


been spent cannot be appointed until the consent of the appropriate education 
authority has been notified to the Civil Service Commissioners. 


(*2271) Wt. —G.8 1,500, 5/26, T.S. 138. 
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_ 5, The Board of Education will take such steps as they think by 7 
to make known the existence of any vacancy or vacancies which they 


Y 
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‘on any one occasion, and the Civil Service Commissioners will satisfy them 
the steps taken have been such as to secure all desirable publicity. 


' > 
eats 


ae ticwe Application shall be addressed in the first instance to the Director of 
Victoria & Albert Museum and shall be made on the appropriate form. The Dir 
will examine the candidates’ credentials, and after a personal interview will submit | 
names of such candidates as appear to have the requisite qualifications for any of t. o 
___ existing or prospective vacancies to the Board of Education for approval of theit a 
candidature. Candidates thus approved shall be submitted to the Civil Service — > 
_ Commissioners, who, if dissatisfied with the number or quality of candidates for a: 
vacancy may require further search to be made for qualified candidates, aaa % 
Reet 7, Candidates must satisfy the Civil Service Commissioners that they have — 
received such systematic education, general or technical, or general and technical — 
together, as in their opinion fits them for the post. In general, candidates should + 
possess a university degree or other equivalent qualifications. The ‘Commissioners _ . 
may submit any or all of the candidates to a qualifying examination to oe 


. 5 F ae se 
education, or any part of it. EMRE 


° 7, 


3 
ia Female candidates must be unmarried or widows, and will be — 
ite required to resign their appointments on marriage. iit, ‘ Coiee 3 
es ' a oon 
corms Until further order, and other things being equal, preference will be given by | 
ie: the Selection Board to candidates who are debarred from active employment by a 
Bes Ss physical impairment due to the War and not of a nature to interfere with the 
; : sr effective discharge of his duties as a Museum Officer. AS Fe aes - ‘4 
ae 9. Candidates who are recommended by the Board of Education and are 
tee. accepted by the Civil Service Commissioners as possessing the requisite qualifications 
he will be summoned to an interview before a Selection Board, who will recommend for 
het the vacancies existing those candidates who appear to them to possess the highest 
ie qualifications, and their decision will be final. The Selection Board shall be 
nominated by the Commissioners in consultation with the Board of Education, who — 
shall be represented on the Selection Board, and, when practicable, one of the — 
Commissioners shall be (he Chairman, The Selection Board will take into considera- 
tion the candidate’s record of experience and education, any recommendations that — 
they may receive from persons named by candidates as having direct knowledge of 
their work in the past, and the personal qualities of the candidate as shown at this 
interview; and on their estimation of all the above evidence they will frame their 
decisions. oe Pe ie Lai ( 
ae 
i) 10. Any attempt on the part of candidates to enlist support for their applications | 
through Members of Parliament or other influential persons, will disqualify them for _ 
/——s appointment. The Selection Board will disregard spontaneous recommendations from _ 
pas ; _ persons who are not personally acquainted with the candidate’s work, whether at 
) as : ae school, at the university, in the Forces, or otherwise. | nie op : 


on ara Il. If a qualifying examination is held, each candidate subjected thereto. will betas | 
ss required to pay a fee of £8. A Selected Candidate will be required to pay a fee of £8 
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- aa towards which the fee paid at the qualifying examination (if any) will count, bef bs 
sa a the issue of the certificate of qualification for appointment. | A ng Oma 9 
SNE ne ora ; %; Re a js ne 


Ss 


; eine Py Se pee Oe eB oe tri So a CEs Ban. Ce ete ieee rt ab 
, a tee fe tye Ta 5 . TG SOLE Rea cot Og ET eran SO cee Pe 


. ey ody ay ind Thee Xiten) ‘ey aN “ah Fee a ee Y i #8. cL * ee ey © Jien 7 af» 12a 


3 
NOTICE. 
A i . - , arho ara ar a . » . 
The following particulars are given for the information of candidates : 
c « Pv SF Yam 2 


1. The Departments of the Museum are :— 


Architecture and Sculpture. Metalwork. 
( eramuics, Paintings. 
2a poe and Design. Texts 
fete ; ) Voodwork. 
ibrary. : Circulation. 


2. An Officer appointe he Museun | 
An Officer appointed to the Museum under these Regulations may be employed at 


the discretion of the Board of Education in any department or branch of the Museum 
or in the Bethnal Green Museum, which is also under their control See 


. 3. A candidate who has been selected for appointment, and who is still in the last year 
of resi lence at a university, will be allowed to continue his residence there for the purpose of 
qualifying for a Degree before taking wp duty at the Museum. 


4. Probation. —Appointments are probationary, and are submitted for confirmation 
at the end of the first and second years of service. 
5. Superannuation.— Holders of the above-mentioned situations being established 
Civil ‘Servants, their retirement and superannuation are subject to the provisions of 
the Superannuation Acts and of any Order in Council applicable to the Civil Service. 
Ketirement May be required at 60 years of awe, anc is compulsory at 65. 


6 Hours of Attendance.— Officers of the Museum are required to attend not less 
than 7 hours a day. They are, further, called upon to undertake evening duty when 
required without pecuniary allowance. z 
7 YVacation.—In addition to the usual public holidays (or days in leu thereof), not 
exceeding 36 week-days annually during the first 10 years of service and 48 week-days 
thereafter. é 


8 The Higher .Technical Establishment of the Museum at present consists of :— 


5 Keepers with a salary of 41,000 per annum. 


5 Deputy Keepers with a salary of £900 per annum. 
tics cleat Keepers with a salary of £475—£25—£800 per annum. 


so) Sosa with a salary of 950—£20—£290—£25—£440 subject to the 


pr yVISOS :-— 


(a) that an Assistant entering between the ages of 25 and 26 will receive an 
‘nitial salary of £250, and may advance by annual increments of £20 during his 
two years of probation, to £290 and thence by increments of £29. to £440 ; 


(b) that an Assistant entering below the age of 25 will receive an initial salary 
less by £20 in respect of each year, or part of a year, by which his age is less than 
95. ‘The first increment in such cases may be given on the birthday next following 
the date of appoimtment, and may continue annually thereafter at £20 until the 
£290 point is r ached. 


Whenever an Assistant reaches the £440 point in the scale, a promotion to the £475 
point may be made, but not necessarily of the officer who has reached his maximum. In 
such cases the officer who has been passed over would of course be eligible for consideration 


. 


on the next occasion when the £440 point was reached. 


E dsrics for women who may occupy posts on ioe Higher Ted | 
[useum will be :— i, 


Keepers £850 per annum. Boa 

¥ Deputy Keepers £750 ‘per ANNUM 9 90 CDirt seg 

Bap Assistant Keepers £410—£20—£650 per annum, ate 
Assistants £230—£20—£390, subject to the provisos :— 


: : bane 5 (a) that an Assistant entering between the ages of 25 and 26 will receive an : 

initial salary of £230 ; : 
(6) that an Assistant entering below ae age of 25 will receive an inital sey 

of £190 if under 23 and £210 if ‘aged 23 or more, but under 25 ; 


(c) that increments (£20) in the cases falling under (6) may be ort on me 
23rd and 25th birthdays. | | Bee a 


The salary scales given above carry bonus at the rate applicable to the Civil” Seana 


_ generally : and vine with the cost of living. At the Breese time Papen 1926) the bonus: i 
added (¢.9.) to £250 is £127. 


- 


NOTIFICATION. . ey PEAS 


The Civil Service Commissioners have been requested by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’ 8 zn 
Treasury to notify that persons already holding situations in the Civil Service will, if successful in 
“obtaining appointment on the result of this examination, be required to enter their new situations at _ 
the minimum of the scale of salary authorised for the situation to which this examination relates, and — 
will not be permitted to carry with them the salary drawn by them in their previous situations. : 


j 
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REGULATIONS FOR THE COMPETITIVE SELECTION OF 


ASSISTANTS IN THE SCIENCE MUSEUM, 


BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


do not take place at fixed intervals, but are held as occasion arises on the occurrence of 
’ > ’ 4 hy ) 4 * E - : U U OF 7 f 
vacancies. The Regulations are liable to alteration from time to time. 


Y a #9, “toe ap Pgs ae ; 
N.B.—Competitions under these Regulations are open both to men and women. Competitions 


1. Candidates must have attained the age of 22 and shall as a rule not exceed 
the age of 30 on the Ist April of the year in which the competition is held. In | 
exceptional cases the Board will be prepared to consider the appointment of persons 
mig ai age of 30. In reckoning age for competition the following allowances will 

e made, viz. :— 


? te 1: : Pe i! ss ? 4 ae . . ee bd 
(a) Candidates who have served or who are serving in the Army, Navy or Air 
Force may deduct from their actual age any time during which they have so served. 


bates 
(b) Candidates who have served for two full consecutive years in the Royal 
Irish Constabulary may deduct from their actual age any time not exceeding five 
years which they may have spent in such service. 


(c) Candidates who have served in any established civil situat ion to which they 
were admitted with the Certificate of the Civil Service Commissioners may deduct 
from their actual age any time not exceeding two years which they may have spent 
in such service. 


9 Candidates must be natural-born British subjects and born of a father also a 
natural-born British subject, provided that exception may be made.in the case of 
candidates serving in a civil situation to which they were admitted with the certificate 
of the Civil Service Commissioners, and provided that exception may be made as regards 
the father in the case of candidates who have served in His Majesty’s Armed Forces 
during the Great War between the 4th August, 1914 and the 11th November, 1918. 


8. Until further order, special consideration will be given to candidates who 
have served in His Majesty’s Forces during the War. 


No person will be eligible who obtained from any tribunal est ablished under the 
Military Service Acts, 1916 to 1918, exemption from service in His Majesty’s Forces 
under those Acts on the ground of a conscientious objection to the undertaking ot 
military service, or, alt hough not so exempted, declined to comply with obligations 
imposed upon him by those Acts. 


4. Persons holding situations in the Civil Service must obtain the permission 
of the authorities of their Department to apply for appointment. 


No person act ually serving in the Army, Navy or Air Force, will be eligible for 
consideration unless he produces, when called upon to do so, the permission of his 
Commanding Officer to apply for appointment, dated before his appearance before ris 
the Selection Board, and given in accordance with such orders as may from time to Bik 


time be issued. | 


Persons upon whose training for the occupation of teacher public money has 
been spent cannot be appointed until the consent of the appropriate education 


authority has been notified to the Civil Service Commissioners. ay 
: 
+ } 
(*2270) Wt. —G.8 1,500. 5/26. T.S. 138. 
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5. The Board of Education will take such steps as they think most appropriate 
to make known the existence of any vacancy or vacancies which they desire to fill 
on any one occasion, and the Civil Service Commissioners will satisfy themselves that 
the steps taken have been such as to secure all desirable publicity. 


6. Application shall be addressed in the first instance to the Director of the 
Science Museum and shall be made on the appropriate form. The Director will 
examine the candidates’ credentials, and after a personal interview will submit the 
names of such candidates as appear to have the requisite qualifications for any of the 
existing or prospective vacancies to the Board of Education for approval of their 
candidature. Candidates thus approved shall be submitted to the Civil Service 
Commissioners, who, if dissatisfied with the number or quality of candidates for any 
vacancy may require further search to be made for qualified candidates. 


7. Candidates must satisfy the Civil Service Commissioners that they have 
received such systematic education, general or technical, or general and. technical 
together, as in their opinion fits them for the post. In general, candidates should 
possess a university degree or other equivalent qualifications, and should have a post- 
graduate experience. The Commissioners may submit any or all of the candidates to 
a qualifying examination to test such education, or any part of it. 


8. Candidates must satisfy the Civil Service Commissioners as to their health 
and character. Female candidates must be unmarried or widows, and will be 
required to resign their appointments on marriage. 


Until further order, and other things being equal, preference will be given by 
the Selection Board to candidates who are debarred from active employment by a 
physical impairment due to the War and not of a nature to interfere with the 
effective discharge of his duties as a Museum Officer. 


9. Candidates who are recommended by the Board of Education and are 
accepted by the Civil Service Commissioners as possessing the requisite qualifications 
will be summoned to an interview before a Selection Board, who will recommend for 
the vacancies existing those candidates who appear to them to possess the highest 
qualifications, and their decision will be final. The Selection Board shall be 
nominated by the Commissioners in consultation with the Board of Education, who 
shall be represented on the Selection Board, and, when practicable, one of the 
Commissioners shall be the Chairman. The Selection Board will take into considera- 
tion the candidate’s record of experience and education, any recommendations that 
they may receive from persons named by candidates as having direct knowledge of 
their work in the past, and the personal qualities of the candidate as shown at this 
interview ; and on their estimation of all the above evidence they will frame their 
decisions. 


10. Any attempt on the part of candidates to enlist support for their applications 
through Members of Parliament or other influential persons, will disqualify them for 
appointment. ‘The Selection Board will disregard spontaneous recommendations from 
persons who are not personally acquainted with the candidate’s work, whether at 
school, at the university, in the Forces, or otherwise. 


ll. Ifa qualifying examination is held, each candidate subjected thereto will be 
required to pay a fee of £3. A Selected Candidate will be required to pay a fee of £8 


towards which the fee paid at the qualifying examination (if any) will count, before 
the issue of the certificate of qualification for appointment. 


CrIv1L SERVICE COMMISSION, 


28th May, 1926. 


NOTICE. 
The following particulars are given for the information of candidates :— 


1, The Departments of the Museum are :— 
Industrial Engineering and Manufactures. 
ie 1, ee 7 is anne ~ ; mh, z 
Me chanical Engineering, Land ‘Transport and Construction. 
Water Transport, Marine Engineering and Aeronautics. 
Science and Scientific Instruments. 
Science Library. 
s) j 10 sy? é , ry V : ] 
2. An Officer appointed to the Museum under these Regulations may be employed at 
the discretion of the Board of Education in any department or branch of the Museum. 


3; Probation. —Appointments are probationary, and are submitted for confirmation 
at the end of the first and second years of service. 


4, Superanouation.—Holders of the above-mentioned situations being established 
Civil Servants, their retirement and superannuation are subject to the provisions of 
the Superannuation Acts and of any Order in Council applicable to the Civil Service. 
Retirement may be required at 60 years of age, and is compulsory at 65. 

5. Hours of Attendance.— Officers of the Museum are required to attend not less 
than 7 hours a day. They are, further, called upon to undertake evening duty when 
required without pecuniary allowance. : 


6. Vacation.—In addition to the usual public holidays (or days in lieu thereof), not 
exceeding 36 week-days annually during the first 10 vears of service and 48 week-days 
thereafter. 

7. The Higher Technical Establishment of the Museum at present consists of :— 

2 Keepers with a salarv of £750—£25—£900 per annum. 

3 Deputy Keepers with a salary of £600—£25—£700 per annum. 

Assistant Keepers with a salary of £400—£25—£600 per annum. 
“) bd e . -oOrn ‘ r) bs = 25 
124 Assistants with a salary of £250—£ 20—£400 per annum, subject to the proviso 
that :— 

Assistants appointed at an age of less than 25 years receive £200 per annum. On attaining 
the age of 25 the salary may be increased to £250. 


Whenever an Assistant reaches the £400 point in the scale, a promotion to the Assistant 
Keeper Grade may be made, but not necessarily of the officer who has reached his maximum. 
In such cases the officer who has been passed over would of course be eligible for consideration 
on the next occasion when the £400 point was reached. 

The salaries for women who may occupy posts on the Higher Technical Establishment 
of the Museum will be :— 

Keepers £600—L 95—£750 per annum. 
Deputy Keepers £475—£20—£5450 per annum. 
Assistant Keepers £355—£20—£475 per annum. 


~— 


Assistants £230—£20—£340, subject to the proviso that :— 


Assistants appointed at an age of less than 25 years receive £200 per annun.. On attaining 
the age of 25 the salary may be increased to £230. 


The salary scales given above carry bonus at the rate applicable to the Civil Service 
generally and varying with the cost of living. At the present time (April, 1926) the bonus 
added (e.g.) to £250 is £1 a 


4 


8. Museum Officers are expected to acquire a general knowledge of the Museum and. 
the Collections, and to keep themselves as much as possible in touch with recent advances in 
the branches of scientific and technical knowledge which are represented by the objects in the 
Section or Sections which are in their charge ; they should also acquire an expert knowledge 
of some parts of these. It will be their duty to develop as effectively and instructively as 
possible the portion of the Collections in their charge so as to show the relation of Scienee to 
Technology, and the stages in development of the branches of Technology, which they 
‘lustrate. So far as the work of the Museum admits, individual research on these will. be 
facilitated. 


NOTIFICATION. 

The Civil Service Commissioners have been requested by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's 
Treasury to notify that persons already holding situations in the Civil Service will, if successful in 
obtaining appointment on the result of this examination, be required to enter their new situations at 
the minimum of the scale of salary authorised for the situation to which this examination relates, and 
will not be permitted to carry with them the salary drawn by them in their previous situations. 
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QUESTION NO. 7: fhe existin accommodation. present 
arrangeme nt oF specimens ana allocation 
of space. is a ic aa ck en baie ER 


The Victoria and Albert Museum. 


Kaxisting Accommodation. 


In @ good many parts of the luseum the exist ing 
accommodation may be said to be adequate - that is to say, 
the space is such that the collections can be conveniently 
arranged without giving an impression of overcrowding. Yet 
this can only be said if a definitely English standard is 
adopted; hardly any continents] museum would consent to 
show valuable works of art under such crowded conditions 
as prevail even in the least congested of our galleries. 
But in several directions the accommodation is no more than 
barely adequate, and in a very few years, even at a 
reduced rate of increase, the congestion will become 
serious; in others it is definitely inadequate even to-day. 


The following list gives &@ more detailed survey of the 
position. 


Architecture large objects to be ) The accommodation in 
& Sculpture. placed against a ) these sections is at 
wall - e.g. doorways,) present adequate but 
. altarpieces. ) there is no room for 
English Medieval ) expansion. 
sculpture. ) 
Bronzes. ) 
Plaster Casts. ) Seriously 
) crowded. 
Ceramics. Far Hastera Pottery (seriously crowded and 


no room for expansion). 


Continents]. Porcelain (seriously crowded 
and no room for expansion). 


English Porcelain (seriously crowded and 
no room for expansion). 


Stained glass (no further exhibition space is 
available, and the construction 
of a special gallery is in any 
case very desirable). 


Paintings. Only about one-third of the weter-colours can 
be exhibited; at present this may perhaps 
be regarded as an adequate provision for 
the collection tt there is no space available 
for expansion. 


Het. v. The exhibition space for this Department 
is quite inadequate. There is no space for 
the permanent exhibition of large portions 
of the collection, such as Engraved 
Ornament, Well Fapers, Posters, etc. There 
is no gallery for the exhibition of Prints 
in their historical and technical aspects - 
a misfortune considering the close connec~ 
tion of the Museum with the Royal College 
of Art. 
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Library. 


Metalwork. 


Textiles. 


Woodwork. 


The Students' Room for housing of 
Catalogues and Reference Library and for the 
use of visitors and students is mech too small. 
The number of visitors to this Department has 
grown steadily from 3,092 in 1910 to 7,039 in 
1926, and the number of issues (single drawings 
or prints, but usually a box or portfolio) 
from 6,737 in 1910 to 14,179 in 1966. 


The present accommodation is adequate but the 
collection grows at the rete of 2,500 volumes 
@ year, and further storage room will one day 
be necessary. 
Oriental Metalwork ) The galleries devoted 
) to these two sections 
Pewter. ) are unsatisfactory in 
) construction and are 
) seriously crowded; 
} there is no room for 
) further expansion. 


Generally there is insufficient Wail space 
in the Department, especially for large 
opjects like tapestries and carpets. 

There is also insufficient space for the 
convenient storage of a reference collec- 
tion of objects of secondary importance. 


English Furniture (the sccommodation in 
this section is barely adequate for present 
needs and owing to the bulk of most of the 
objects, would be quite inadequate for a. 
fully representative collection such as 

the iuseum ought to be able to exhibit). 


Indian Section. The Indian collections are housed in 4 


Circulation 


Department. 


separate building rented from the Commis- 
sioners for the Sxhibition of 1851. Toas 
pbuilding is not very suitable, but the 
actual space available is fairly adequate 
for present needs, 


This Department needs @ considerable amount 
of space for the temporary accommodation of 
the large number of exhibition cases which 
are continually in circulation between this 
Museum and the provincial museums, schools 

of art, etc. These cases must be displayed 
in such a way thet a selection may from time 
+o time be made by representatives of the 
museums and schools concerned, and there mst 
be enough space to move the cases in and out. 
The space available for such purposes is 
quite inadequate, and for the proper carrying 
on of the activities of the Circulation 
Department the provision of further 
accommodation is very necessér 7. 


Present Arrangement of Specimens. 


Except in so far as contravened by the conditions 
attaching to various bequests (see answer to Question 2) 
the specimens are arranged by materials and in chronological 


x 


sequence. Plans are attached showin istri i01 

“— g the distribution of 
the available space among the various Departments of the 
Mus sun. The main portions of the Hxhibition Galleries not 
occupied by the departmental collections are := 


1. The Central Court (exhibition of recent acquisitions 
from all Departments). 


2, he Loan Court (exhibition of objects temporarily 
loaned to the Museum). 


3, The North Court (reserved for special temporary 
exhibitions end occasionally for other purposes). 


Much could be gained if arrangements could be 
devised for storing subsidiary collections in immediate 
proximity to the main galleries So that they could be readily 
available to students without embarrassing the general 
visitor; a system which is said to work well in the newer 
American ifuseums. But the structure of the ifuseum Buildings 
makes it extraordinarily diffimlt to envisage any general 
rearrangement on these principles. ; 

= 

Plans are atteched showing (A) Distribution of the 
Collections over the building, (B) Superficial area of the 
various galleries etc. 


ny ied ¢ x 
(Zone set only was forwarded to the Secretary of the Roys 
Commission with the original of this paper. Further sets 


are not available). : 
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QUESTION NO. 8: The present practice as regards 
production and sale of catalogues, electrotypes and 
reproductions of various kinds and the financial 


arrangements in connection therewith. 
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DO Eh A 
repards production and sale of 
catalogues, electrotypes and re- 
productions of various kinds and 
the financial arrangements in 
connection therewith. 


fhe Victoria and Albert Museum 
Catalogues. 


i.ethod of rublication, 


___ Formerly Catelogues were printed as Stationery Office 
publications, and any money received for the sale of them 
at the .useum was paid over to the Stationery Office. This 
practice was changed in 1923, and since that date any new 
Catalogues that may be required are published by the Museum 
itself, the cost being charged to the Vote and the receipts 
being appropriated in aid. As the whole stock of Stationery 
Office publications is far from having yet been exhausted, 
the huseum is at present selling some Catalogues on account 
of the Stationery Office and others on its own, account. 


The Catalogues and other publications of the imseum are 
sold at a single Catalogue Stall situated near the main entrance 
to the iuseum, the use of the Catalogue Stall at the side 
entrance having been discontinued some years ago for reasons 
of economy at considerable inconvenience to the public. They 
are also sold by the Stationery Office at its various branches. 


The publications of the Museun undoubtedly suffer from 
a leck of publicity. The Stationery Office sometimes include§ 
a few of the imuseum's publications in its advertisements, but 
this only happens occasionally. 


orices. 


The price of each vatalogue is fixed at such a figure 
that the sale of the whole edition (including copies sold at 
e discount to the trade, but excluding the copies distributed 
free to the »ress, to Departments of the .useun and to other 
iuseums) would cover the cost of preparation and printing, 
including the cost of blocks, but not the cost of photographs. 
Until recently no attempt was made to include the wages of the 
seleswomen in this comoutation, but an approximate charge On © 
this account is now made. 


All sales made to the Stationery Office are subject 
to 33.1/3; discount. 


Postcards. 


Formerly postcards belonging to trading firms were sold 
on commission inside the Museum, but from the year 1922 the 
iLuseum Authorities began to sell on their own account. 


The prices are 1d. (plain) and 2d. (coloured) and the 
plain cards show the greater margin or profit. 


The initial stock varies from 1,000 to 5,000. Some 
cards sell more quickly than others, but it is considered that 
there are none of which the stock will not be exhausted in 


reasonable time. Some have had alresdy to be reprinted. 


87 
Photographs. 


x Besides the Illustrated Catalogues and the postcards 
there is also a considerable sale of photographs of Museum 
objects. The photographs are kept in guard-books which are 
displayed for inspection by the public and copies are not 
made for stock, but to order as required, and are charged in 
accordance with ® price list. The prices are fixed at 
figures which are believed in every case to cover the eost 
and show some profit, and the tariff is revised from time 

to time. It is believed that no other iuseum (other than 
Pioture-galleries) offers such facilities for the sale of 


photographs to the general public and these are much 
appreciated. 


Financial Arrangements. 


The cash expended in the year on catalogues and postcards 
is charged against Subhead u.¢. in the Vote, and the receipts 
from sales are credited to Appropriations in Aid. The cost 

of the materials for photography is included in Subhead 4, and 
the receipts credited to Appropriations in Aid. 


Sales of Casts. 


The Victoria and Albert iiuseum makes plaster casts of 
works of art end sells them to the public. Its customers are 
chiefly artists and Schools of Art. The business was fornerly 
(from 1837 to 1921) in the hands of privete proprietors, 
Brucciani and Company, and it was only handed over to the 
Museum when the proprietors had found it financially impossible 
+o continue. 4 benefactor paid the outstanding liabilities; 
the Royal Academy of Arts pressed upon the Government the need 
of maintaining the supply of casts, and after some discussion 
the Government agreed to take over the concern subject to certain 
conditions as to its discontinuance in the event of a charge 
being thrown upon the Oxchequer. The company went into liquid- 
ation, and the Victoria and Albert Museum came into possession 
in August, 1921. « Trading Account, is prepared annually and 
s Balence Sheet submitted to the coxtroller and Auditor General 
and these are presented to the House of Commons and printed in 
the volume of Trading Accounts and Balance Sheets. A descrip- 
tion of the business is prefixed to the Aeoeounts end will be 
found at page 96 of the volume of Trading Accounts and Balance 
Sheets for 1925-26, of which 2 copies*are attached. 


ed eoeaeeepcsetnenrenntnenntantnist neste DLC D EAL 


[ * Two copies only were forwarded to the Secretary of the 
Royal Commission witha the original of this paper. Further 
copies are not available. 
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QUESTION NO. 9: The present ractice aS regards research 
i eneral (including facilities for students) for 


n 
Governnent Departments Or other bodies. 
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8 and Albert ifMuseum, 


The lfuseum is mace available to research students 


et 


by means of the Library ond Students' Rooms attached to 
the various Departments. Books mst be read in the Library 
itself; they are not lent, except for use in the Departmental 
offices. 

Permission is freely given to sketch and maxe notes 
on the objects exhibited in the galleries. Photographs 
of the principal objects in the Museum can be obtained 
without trouble or delay (a service which the public greatly 
appreciates, and one which is essential to research work). 
A large reference collection of photographs of works of art 
in all parts of the worl: is maintained as part of the 
Library. 

Special facilities are given to students from the 
Royal College of Art. 

Generally speaking it may be seid that every 
facility consistent with the safety of the objects is 
given to anyone desiring to make researches into: the 
history of art and design, and that wide use is made of 
the liuseum for this purpose by educational institutions 
and industriai conceme all over the country. Much of 
the tine of the Departmentsl officers is spent in inter- 
views and correspondence with students of all kinds, and 
many foreign visitors have commented not only on the 


number of students working in the iHuseum but on the 


Liberality with which facilities are accorded to than. 
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Its Relation to Industry am Associations outside the Museum. 


ROYAL COMMISSION ON NATIONAL MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES. 


VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM, 


ety EL Sane CIEE LOE TE rt tt NES 


” Its Relation to Industry and Associations outside the Museum. 


In the Brief Guide to the Victoria and Albert 
Museum the primary object of the Museum is defined as 
Toliows: "to provide models for, and otherwise to aid 
the improvement of, such manufactures and crafte as are 
associated with decorative design; ye other words, to 
assist craftsmen and others to study the methods, processes 
and taste which have governed the arts and crafts of past 
ages." | In the fulfilment of such a function the Museum 


is necessarily brought into very various contact with the 


outside world. Its activities might be described as (1) 
educational; (2) consultative. 


(1) BDUCATIONAL. As an educdtional institution the 


Museum provides a collection of objects to illustrate 
the history of applied art in all its phases. It works 
in close Soop NUASH WERK the Royal College of Art, 
whose geansies use the Museurn as a practical laboratory, 
where they my observe and analyse the works of past 
‘, agese. The Registrar of the Collere, Mr. H.Le Wellington, t 
gives the following details of the extent to which the 
Museum is used by students of the College. 


"The inter-relation of the Museum and the Royal 
College of Art is a traditional relationship of more 
importance than may appear at first sight. One may 
gay that the same intention lay behind the original 
scheme for both institutions - that of beneTit to 
Design in the industries of the countrye The Museum 
was to provide exanpiss of fins designs from the past, 
the College to provide designers and teachers of design 
for the future. Although. both have developed vastly 
in scope since their foundation, it would be diffi- 
cult to conceive of them as dissociated, and it is 
impossible to express in any formula or schedule 
the immense general influence of the Museum on the 


/work 
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. Museum = the value of expert craft knowledge such ag 


work done here ~ every School of the College uses 
it as a repertory of examples and as a constant 
stimlus. 


e following are some instances from current 
enetoe. The School of Architecture sends ite 
students (about 100 take the course each session) 
to draw and measure up doorways, mouldings, interiors 
and models of buildings, on four daya a week for a 
large portion of the year. The School of Design 
is especially closely connected with the Museun. 
First-year students spend half their time in study 
there and till the end of their courses are 
encouraged to use it habitually for their own 
researches. The Students' Rooms of various depart- 
ments are found most useful in this connection, On 
every day in the week students of illustration, 
illumination, textile designs, stained glass, metal- 
work, pottery, and so on are at work in the Museum 
in large numbers, and this study is regarded as an 
essential factor in the formation of the standards 
of taste and judgment. 


The Print Room is of great assistance to 
students of Etching and Engraving, especially in 
providing examples in connection with the lectures 
given by the Professor of the School. 


Students of the Painting: School use the Picture 
Galleries for copying and for studying methods and 
although students of Sculpture do not com in. 
material they are constantly browsing in the Sculpture 
Departmente. 


The Museum Printing Presse is entrusted with the 
production of the College Diplomas and Certificates at 
the end ‘of each sessione These Diplomas are in 
themselves excellent examples of the craft of typography, 
& matter of evident importance since they are issued 
&5 & species of guarantee of training in taste at the 
College. re . 


The Museum Lecture Theatre is used for College 
Lectures and Ceremonies, while no part of the Insti- 
tution is more valuable both to ataff and students 
than the Library, which is in daily and constant use. 
Advice and assistance is freely given to students by 
Keepers and. Assistant Keepers of the Museun, ‘often 
at considerable trouble to themselves. 


ie The College in its turn is of assistance to the 


Professor Tristram's on Mediaeval Painting would be 

& good instance. ‘The advice given by’ Professor 

Frank Short in building up the Department of Prints 

is another. The College workshops and studios 

afford opportunities to the Museum staff of setting 
actual contact with both craftsmen and PYOCeBHEB. 

It is probable moreover that the influence of the 
Museum is spread most widely over the country through 
those who are or have been students of the College, 
and have become designers and teachera of Art. Folios 


jot 


of studies made from Museum objects are prepared by 
them when at Collese for use in future years. ; 
These Notes will indicate some particular phases 
of contact, but it may truly be said that the Museum 
provices a background of traditional effort and skill 
to the general teaching of Art throughout the College. 
Such association under one roof of a working Art — 


School and a Museum is perhaps unique in the oppor-» 
tunities offered to both." | 


In addition to the Royal College of Art | 
there are various schools not so closely affiliated with © 
the Museum which make @ similar use of the collections. 
Students from the Architectural Association and the Regent 
Street Polytechnic are given facilities to study and | 
measure various architectural exhibits. Classes from 
the L.C.C. Schools of Art and the Royal School of Needlework 

visit the Museum regularly for object lessons. Art 

Classes from Secondary Schools frequently make special 
arrangements for educational classea and tours in the \ 
Museum. School parties are normally under the guidance 
of their own teachers, but in many cases the services of 

the official Guide-Lecturers and of Departmental Officers 
are called for. In the provinces various schools , 

provide scholarships and bursaries for atudents, who come 

to London and make more or less prolonged study of design 

in the Museum. Ina similar wey important manufacturers 
send apprentices to London to study some particular { 
branch of art in the Museum. Such students are offered 
every facility in the Departments and may receive 
considerable guidance from Museum Officers. 

In the above instances the function of the 
Museum is mainly passive. It eelets as @ training 
ground for students who like to make use of its facilities. 

But in other ways the Muselum attempts to carry out its 


/educational 
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; Albert Museum. The Museum itself provides the 


manufacturer and the public with examples of what 


special exhibitions to illustrate a particular phase 


educational functions more actively and to get into 
direct touch with those coricerned with industrial 
ark In 1918 a distinct body, the British Institute 
of Industrial Art, was formed under the joint 
auspices of the Board of Trade and the Board of 
Zduoat ion, with an initial grant from the Treasury. 
The purpose of this Institute is to bring together 
Se of the best types of modern craftsmanship 
for the piihas ion ae the manufacturer and the public. 
Periodical Exhibitions are organised which include 
not only the productions of individual artists and 
eraftamen but also the best products of large 
manufacturing firms. Every year a certain number 
of such exhibits are purchased for a permanent 
collection which is accommodated in the Victoria and 


has been accomplished in the past; the aim of the 
British Institute is to fulfil a similar function for 
what is being produced at the vresent. moment. 


Officers of the various Departments of the Museum 


work in close Co-operation with the Institute and 
assist them to select specimens both for the temporary 
and permanent exhibitionse . 

Another way in which the Museum carries 


out its educational rork is in the. organisation of 


of art at industry. For example, in the year 1921 a 
large and important Bxhibit ion of French Textiles was 
organised in conjunction with the Prench Government, 
thus providing a complete historical conspectus of 

3 /the 
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the development of an important French industry. 
Last year an ixhibition was organised of the art 
treasures belonging to the Livery Companies of the 
City of Londone It proved to be extremely popular, 
and besides giving students access to historic works 
of art, drew large numbers of people to the 
Museum and impressed them in a very spectacular way 
with the artistic and historical aspect of these 
famous commercial guilds. On two occasions (1916 
and 1917) the British Industries Fair was held at 
the Museum, and it was considered at the time that 
manufacturers, by being brought into the same 
building in which specimens of workmanship and 
designs of all periods and countries were exhibited, 
would seize the opportunity of studying these and 
so gain experience for the development of their 
business. These are examples of large Exhibitions 
involving corisiderable time and energy in their 
organisation, but every year smaller exhibitions 
organised by the Departments are held. A typical. 
example is the Zxhibition of Modern French and 
Russian Designs for Costume and Scenery heid last 
year, and intended to illustrate the art work of the 
theatre in connection with costume and scenerye 
Such an “Sxhibition brings the Officers of the 
Department concerned into direct contact with the 
people in the outside world connected with the 
application of art to nractical neadl3 o 

Another educational Punction served by the 
Museum ig illustrated by the Museum's co-opsration 
with the Royal Society of Arts in the administration 


fot 


‘important Museums and Schools of Art in the provinces, 


of the Owen Jones Funde Every year & considerable 


number of prizes are offered by this Fund for 
competitions in industrial design. Officers of the 
Museum assist in judging the entries to the 


competition. 


Reference has already been made in the 
answers to the Questionnaire of the Royal Commission 
to the way in which the Museum carries out its 
functions by means of lectures and publications. 

The pudlic lectures given by Museum Officers involve 
direct contact with the public, and the publications 
of the Museum are often a means, not only of 
spreading knowledge, but also of getting into touch 
with people interested ina particular subject. 

Through its Department of Circulation the 


Museum maintains personal contact with all the more 


and since these in their turn are in touch with 
local interests, the direct influence of the Museum 
spreads itself over a much wider area than 

might be supposed. The Officers of the Department 
of Circulation give special consideration to the needs 
of the industries and crafts of the various 
localities and adapt the arrangement and distribution 
of the collections accordingly. 

(2) CONSULTATIVE, ‘The ways in which the Officers of 
the Museum act ina Sorectae nes capacity are very 
numerous and impossible to detail. They can only 

be illustrated by typical examples. There exists 

in the outside worid a number of Societies whose 
object it is to bridge the gap between art and 


/industry, 


lo%y 

industry, or between the art world and the world in 
general. Examples are - 

The Art-Workers' Guild. 

The Enibroiderers' Guild. 

The British Society of Master Glass-Painters. 

The Design and Industries Association. 

The Contemporary Art Society. 

The Print Collectors Club. 

The Japan Society. 

The Ceramic Society. 

The Arts and Crafts Exhibition Society. 

The Art-Teachers' Guild. 
Most of the Officers of the Museum are concerned in one 
way or another with Societies of this kind, and give 
to them the benefit of their help and advice. 

Departmental Officers are consulted from day 
to day by members of the public who visit them or 
write to them and ask them for advice on various 
questions. Here, again, it is only possible to give 
examples. The Guildford Town Council have a bye-law 
which insists that the houses in a certain street 
should be built in 16th century 5 Certain 
tradesmen are compelled by the necessities of their 
trade to build a shopfront of tiles. They come to the 
Museum to consult the Departmental Officer concerned 
on the design and technique which should be used in 
order to comply with the archaeological necessities 
imposed upon them by the bye-law. A rich American 
wishes to replace the destroyed statuary at Rheims 
Cathedral. He comes to the Museum to consult 


/the 


3 
the Departmental Officer concerned as to who would 
be the best sculptor to employ on such an important 
OPN Taese are but two recent examples of the 
kind of contact which Officers in the Museum maintain. 
continuously with the outside world. Actually, 
thousands of similar enquiries are answered every 


year, doth orally and by written corresponden. 


The wide-spread influence of the Museum and its 


Officers is witnessed by the fact that scarcely any 


work of research into the history and technique of 
the arts is published which does not explicitly 
gcknowneains assistance received from the Museums 

A rarer form of consultation is concerned 
with the construction and orgenisat ion of new Museums 


in this country and abroad. Officers of the Museum — 


ere also regularly enlisted to give advice in 


connection with the preservation of works of art in 


“churches and other public buildings, and for this 


‘purpose we work in close touch with the Central 


Advisory Council of the Church of England and with 


the Chief Inspector of Ancient Monuments. 


